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BEGIN SUMMARY: HEAD OF SAUDI DELEGATION TO WORLD FOOD 
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CONFERENCE DEPMINISTER TAHER OBAID FEELS THAT SAUDI ROLE 
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WAS HELPFUL TO U.S. INTERESTS AND THAT OPEC DRAFTING OF 
PROPOSAL FOR WORLD AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT FUND WAS 
ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT OUTCOMES. OB AID WOULD HAVE 
ENIOYED SOME CONTACT WITH AMERICAN DELEGATION AND DESIRES 
FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE WFC AND ITS AFTERMATH. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. DEPUTY MINITER OF AGRICULTURE TAHER OBAID DISCUSSED 
WITH ECON COUNSELOR NOV 24 WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE IN ROME 
AT WHICH HE HAD HEADED THE SAUDI DELEGATION. OBAID SAID 
THAT IT HAD BEEN A DIFFICULT CONFERENCE, WITH SESSIONS 
FROM EARLY MORNING UNTIL LATE AT NIGHT AND THAT HE HAD 
BEEN DEEPLY INVOLVED IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE GROUP OF 

UU AND WITH ARAB DELEGATIONS REGARDING THE SUBSTANCE OF 
THE PROPOSAL TO CREAT THE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT FUND. 

HE HAD PERSONALLY DRAFTED MUCH OF THE PROPOSAL. THE 
ALGERIANS IN PARTICULAR WERE EXTREMELY DIFFICULT AND 
OPPOSED TO MANY OF THE SAUDI PROPOSALS ON WORDING WHICH 
WERE AIMED AT AROUSING A MINIMUM OF OPPOSITION FROM THE 
INDUSTRIALIZED WORLD. OBAID NOTED THAT MOST OF THE 77 HAD 
BEEN DISTURBED BY THE LACK OF COMMITMENT BY TRADITIONAL 
DONORS OF FOOD. PARTICULARLY THE U.S. HOWEVER, EGYPT 
HAD BEEN VERY HELPFUL TO SAUDI ARABIA AND WAS SUPPORTIVE 
OF ITS EFFORTS IN CREATING A FUND THAT WOULD EVENTUALLY 
DECREASE THE AMOUNT OF NECESSARY DIRECT FOOD AID. THE 
REPRESENTATIVE OF QATAR HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO VOTE WITH 
AND HELP THE SAUDIS IN ALL INSTANCES. OBAID POINTED OUT 
THAT OVER-ALL, THE SAUDI ROLE HAD BEEN MOST HELPFUL TO 
THE U.S. AT ROME. 

2. OBAID SAID THAT HE HAD HAD NO OPPORTUNITY TO MEET ANY- 
ONE FROM THE AMERICAN DELEGATION, WHICH HE THOUGHT WAS 
A PITY. THE MINISTRY WOULD BE NOMINATING SOMEONE TO WORK 
ON THE DEVELOPMENT FUND, AND HE HOPED THAT SUCH WORK COULD 
BE DONE IN CLOSE COOPERATION WITH THE U.S. (OBAID IS 

THE HEAD OF THE AGRICULTURAL WORKING GROUP UNDER THE U.S./ 
SAUDI ECONOMIC COMMISSION AND IS U.S. EDUCATED.) 

4. OBAID SAID THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO BE KEP INFORMED ABOUT 
ALL DEVELOPMENTS STEMMING FROM THE WORLD FOOD CONFER- 
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ENCE— COPIES OF WIRELESS FILE MATERIAL WERE GIVEN TO 
HIM. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: SUGGEST SPECIAL PACKET OF MATERIAL 
MIGHT BE SENT HIM THROUGH EMBASSY, IF POSSIBLE WITH PER- 
SONAL LETTER FROM SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE. 

AKINS 
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